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                            Mission Statement:
                             To enhance the quality of life for the citizens of
                                  Baltimore by providing diverse recreational,

environmental, cultural, educational and leisure
opportunities to benefit current

and future generations.

BCRP&
BELIEVE
IN A GREENER BALTIMORE

BELIEVE
IN A FUN AND FIT BALTIMORE



FY 2006

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
On behalf of the entire Baltimore City Department of Recreation and Parks’
team, it is my honor to present the 2006 Annual Report.

Last year was a very exciting year for staff, partners, volunteers and our
many supporters.  By working together, we were able to provide the citizens
of Baltimore with outstanding leisure activities, specials events as well as
well-maintained parks and open spaces.

In FY 2006, our goal was simple: to be more responsive, accountable and
cost effective.  Along the way, we became more aggressive.  We began to
think of the many services that we offer as much more than a vehicle for
recreation.

Our new vision was to offer the “total” leisure experience.  This included a strategic marketing campaign
designed to build BCRP into a powerful leader in the fun and fitness market.  The first step was to
develop more division-wide physical activities for the entire family.

We are proud to report that our Youth and Adults Sports Division was recognized by Mayor Martin
O’Malley for its contributions to keeping Baltimoreans “fit.” For the fifth consecutive year, our Senior
Citizens Division hosted Senior Health and Fitness Day, which averages over 500 seniors annually.
Our Therapeutic Division hosted the first Extreme and Adaptive Sports Expo (EASE). The Recre-
ation Bureau increased its teen population by developing more innovative programs.

Another highlight was BCRP’s first newsletter, which was distributed to 50,000 households across
the city of Baltimore.  Baltimore’s Leisurely Times was produced by the Marketing and Media Relations
Department as an insert in the Baltimore Sun.  It provides readers with information on how to maintain
a healthy lifestyle by participating in both traditional and non-traditional activities.

While many of our events and programs are free - and will continue to be free to the public - we also
developed new ways to generate revenue.  Instead of contracting vendors to sell food, photos, and
arts and crafts, we used our in-house talent to offer the same services for less.

In the end, it proved to be a successful strategy. Thanks to a very special group of stakeholders, we
were able to exceed our goal for FY 2006.

BCRP exists solely to serve the citizens of Baltimore.  Thanks for continuing to Believe in both a
Greener and a Fun and Fit Baltimore.

Connie A. Brown

Over the last several years, Baltimore has become an attractive and affordable
place for many people to call home. There are several factors that can be
attributed to Baltimore’s growth in population including a booming housing
market, attractive commercial development and an increase in business
opportunities.

But Baltimore’s belief in a greener, fun and fit city is one of the most significant
lures to young families. City agencies like the Department of Recreation and
Parks have been instrumental in making Baltimore a more attractive and
healthier place to live.

In 2005, we were voted the “fittest city” in America. There were many who had doubts about our top
ranking. But evidence of our commitment to fitness can be observed everyday on the Gwynns Falls
Trail’s biking or Druid Hill Park’s jogging paths.

We also celebrated the “100th Playground” milestone.To date, we have completed 113 safer “newly
renovated” playgrounds across the city. We also became the first major city in Maryland to set an
urban tree canopy goal, which will ultimately improve our air and water quality; fight the atmospheric
greenhouse effect; and offset energy costs.

Congratulations Baltimore City Department of Recreation and Parks! Your efforts have played an
instrumental role in making Baltimore a great place to call home. Special thanks to all the partners,
donors and volunteers for their contributions and continued support.

Martin O’Malley
Mayor




